Worship in the Reformed Tradition

As the headings in our bulletin remind us each week, the center of our
worship is the Word—by which we mean both Scripture and the Living Word of
God, Jesus Christ. Our Scripture witnesses to God and God’s activity. When it is
read and proclaimed, Jesus Christ the Living Word is present by the inward witness
of the Holy Spirit. It is this Living Word that is the center of everything we do in
worship. That worship follows the pattern we see in Isaiah 6: adoration, confession,
absolution, thanksgiving, and service.

Overwhelmed by God’s majesty and glory we gather together in praise
offered through song and prayer.

In the face of that great goodness of God, we also see how we fall short of
being who we were created to be and so we join in a prayer of confession.

We then proclaim the forgiveness that we know in Jesus Christ. We live
our lives in this cycle of realizing where we fall short, being honest to God about
that, and then recognizing that God always forgives us, even before the words are
on our lips, and lets us start new.

As we listen for the Word of God, Scripture is read. The sermon is
proclaimed. We respond to the Word with thanksgiving, joining in song and
affirming our faith, using words from the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s Book of
Confessions—whether it be the Apostles’ Creed, a Brief Statement of Faith, or one
of the other professions of faith—or words taken directly from Scripture.

Following Jesus’ instruction to pray in the Prayers of the People we bring
human need before God in hope, trust, and thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness,
concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. Our response of thanksgiving also includes
the giving of our material goods, bringing to God the offerings of our work as
symbols of our gratitude and our acknowledgment that everything we have comes
from God. In prayer we dedicate these gifts and our lives to the work of the
church and God’s mission.

God then sends us, like Isaiah, back out into the world in service. Our final
hymn of grateful praise moves directly into a charge and blessing to take what
we have heard, to take what we have learned, and to actively live it out in the world,
looking for God’s work all around us.



